Ascension Day Service

God has gone up with a shout,

The Lord with the sound of a trumpet.     Psalm 47.5 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

and also with you. 
Introduction

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God. Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers. 
Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting
The Ascension Reading - Acts 1:4-11 (see sheet)
Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us offer him the praise worthy of his name as we say the Gloria together. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect 

Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life.

Risen Christ, you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: help us to seek and serve you, that we may join you at the Father’s side, where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now and forever. Amen.
Confession
Let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, and make our confession to our heavenly Father. Hebrews 4.14; 10.22

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.  In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us
Absolution

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen

Reading Ephesians 1:15-end (see sheet) 
Gospel Reading Luke 24.44-end (see sheet)
The Creed

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself nothing. Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness. He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross. Therefore, God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.                       Philippians 2.6-11
Intercessions
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you have exalted your Son Christ Jesus to your right hand, and made him the head over all things for his body the Church: hear us as we pray for the Church throughout the world. 
Make us and all your people receptive to the gifts he pours upon us, that we may use them to your glory, and the building up of the body of Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Lord God Almighty, the Ancient of Days, you have given your Son all authority in heaven and on earth: hear us as we pray for the world he came to redeem

Grant that we may know even in this time the things that make for peace, and may strive for the reconciliation of all people in his kingdom of justice and love. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Father of all, whose Son has promised to be with us always, to the end of the age: hear us as we pray for those among whom we live and work. 

Grant that we may be so aware of his presence with us, that people may take note of us, that we have been with Jesus. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer

O God our Redeemer, whose Son ever lives to make intercession for us: hear us as we pray for those in any kind of need.

May he who has borne our infirmities strengthen and heal them, that they may find grace to help in time of need, and rejoice in his salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, whose Son has borne our humanity into the heavenly realms, and gone before us to prepare a place for us: hear us as we remember before you those whose earthly sojourn is over, and whose life is now hidden in him with you. 

Make us joyful and expectant, that at his coming with all his own we too may go forth to meet him, and share in his eternal joy. 

We collect all our prayers by saying The Lord's Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying. They were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

(Acts 1.12,13a,14)

Responsory
As we wait in silence, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we listen to your word, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your equipping, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 

make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

The Blessing 
God the Father, who has given to His Son the name above every name, strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. Amen. 

God the Son, who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, plead for you at the right hand of the Father. Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, who pours out His abundant gifts upon the Church, make you faithful servants of Christ our King. Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

