God Sees More in You Than You See in Yourself
The Bible describes the Midianites as a nation of “grasshoppers” (Judg. 7:12).
Whenever the harvest was ripe, they would descend upon Israel’s fields and crops in
vast numbers like a swarm of locusts, leaving nothing in their wake but destruction
and desolation. The Israelites went on the defensive, hunkering down in caves, hiding in
the mountains, and building protective strongholds. The nervous harvesters quickly reaped
what they could and hid it away in anticipation of an imminent invasion.
God had a plan to deliver Israel from the hand of Midian, and He had chosen just the man
for the job, but God’s choice seemed highly unlikely. Gideon was not a superhero by any
stretch of the imagination. He was a victim of his society’s ills, a man who had been
influenced by the climate of cowardice that had crippled and enslaved the Israelites. He
was such a prisoner of fear that he would hide in a winepress to thresh his small harvest of
wheat (Judg. 6:11).
A winepress is no place to thresh wheat; it’s like washing your clothes in the dishwasher.
But Gideon had chosen this inappropriate place because he was afraid of the Midianites.
He was afraid of losing his harvest and his life, so he hid both underground. It was in this
dungeon of fear that the Lord found Gideon, frustrated, trembling, and perspiring.
“And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, The Lord is with you, you
mighty man of [fearless] courage.” (Judg. 6:12, AMP).
No one would have anticipated the Lord’s declaration that day. “Gideon,” the Lord says,
“you are a mighty man of fearless courage!” Where others saw a coward, God saw a
deliverer! I’m so glad God doesn’t see us the way we so often see ourselves. When we look
in the mirror, we might see someone who is undereducated or inexperienced. We might see
someone who belongs to the wrong social class, race, or gender. We might see someone
who is too young or too old. And there are always a million excuses why God can’t use us.
But God sees more in us than we see in ourselves, and our obstacles, failures, and
shortcomings do not intimidate Him. Why? Because though we are weak, He is strong!
2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power
is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses,
so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”
In the winepress we find a trembling, perspiring coward hiding for his life when the Angel of
the Lord appears to Gideon and calls him a “mighty man of [fearless] courage.” At first
those words almost sound like cruel sarcasm, but there was no smirk on the angel’s face.
God was not mocking Gideon, nor did He have Gideon confused with someone else. God
saw something in Gideon that no one else saw, including Gideon himself. How comforting it
is to know that God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts. Oh, my
friend, when you understand what God sees when He looks at you, it will change
your life.

This Bible Study has been taken from Evangelist Daniel Kolenda's book, “Live Before You Die”. This
book outlines a straight forward approach to recognising God’s will in your life.

